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Tiltle : The Golden Calf - Idol worship; Idle worship; or Ideal worship?

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag / mleibtag@gmail.com

A. Discussion - The classic opinions
Rashi - Idol worship / Ramban - Idle worship

B. What were the people expecting? / What were they promised?
Shmot 3:16-17
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Shmot 23:20-28
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,n):.‘ ‘W)N 93‘7)3‘1 bN the place which I have prepared.
]3 -1)33-‘ bN 1573 )”3\,)1 1,39’3 -\D\v—, N9 21 Take heed of him, and hearken unto his

voice; be not rebellious against him; for he

13.‘73 7)0\’) ,3 Dgngb N\")’ Nb ’D will not pardon your transgression; for My

name is in him.

--“\J‘IB -“))z:{ b: ’D,w)?n ,1b|73 ,)’)_3\’)3'1 )_’1)3\’7)'02‘{ ,3 a9 22 But if thou shalt indeed hearken unto his

voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be
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adversary unto thine adversaries.
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Compare with their request from Aharon 32:1 -
,].]-IN b” D)’j ij’j .]—lﬂ ]D n.r.]b ﬂwn ww: ,: D”_] N.},j N 1 when the people saw that Moses delayed to come

down from the mount, the people gathered
themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him:

—]V ’3 }"),)ﬂb ’:’,‘ ﬂwN‘ D,."N‘ 1)b _I\U)’ 017 1’52‘{ ﬁ)ONﬂ 'Up, make us a god who shall go before us; for as
for this Moses, the man that brought us up out the
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Re: "Elokim"- see Breishit 1:2 - the spirit of God or a ‘powerful wind' —see Shadal !
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C. Where was Moshe- see Shmot chapter 24
’—D’—n ;ub,bB :’w;-h‘wg .’” ”—]t:} 1)?_13w q)gz:{ D’tho_wa +9 14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry ye here for

us, until we come back unto you; and, behold,

ﬂﬂbl& wa, u,.‘;.r b”;_,’: ,DD’Q)’ .nrn ].‘Dz:{ Aaron and Hur are with you; whosoever hath a

cause, let him come near unto them.’
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cloud covered the mount....
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and went up into the mount; and Moses was in the
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D. The Golden Calf - Did the people ask for a ‘god’, or a ‘leader?
Or possibly something else - to help conquer the Land
Discussion: what was the last war they fought / Topic of “shirat ha'Yam"l
How many other battles have they witnessed?
What was the key to all their miraculous victories?
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See Shmot 17 - War with Amalek
,Pb@}’:} Dn?ﬂ N31 ’D,\,.)'gzzs }J?_-‘DJ )_’\’)11—1"52‘( ﬂ\"))ﬂ WDN’] v 9 And Moses said unto Joshua: ‘Choose us out men,

and go out, fight with Amalek; tomorrow I will
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Review the previous mentions of the "mateh Elokim” & Moshe's hand
Shmot 4:1-4;17-20 7:15-20 - then compare with 17:3-6
Note "mateh” & “yad" (the interchange) in first 3 plagues, and in plagues 7 thru 9
See chapter 7 again and then see Shmot 9:22-23; and 10:12-13 & 14:15-21 |

E. What was Aharon thinking? [Shmot chapter 32]
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..... Egypt.
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- A symbol of God's power leading the battle?
- See Bamidbar 10:31-36
Note how a ‘golden image’ leads the nation in battle
Why was Hashem so disappointed?
7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get

_.r-]'.[b : ﬂ \)) )3 'bN ’ﬂ 1ﬂ7 -]:lh_l"] t thee down; for thy people, that thou broughtest

up out of the land of Egypt, have dealt

D40 YT T2¥7 TN TRY NN S e

;1290 DY 002 IWY--00M8 YR TP, ITD N Liich commanded her they have made
TN SN PTON NIN N IT-INDT I9-NINDYY e sachoed o - and s Tis s
.D’]SD \{.\ND :nb)’n El}:z ]ga(;%, c%IES;?/i)lt,.fthh brought thee up out of

** See Breishit 6:11-13 re “hashchata” & Breishit 17-19 re: “derech Hasehm"

F. A parallel celebration / compare Shmot 24:3-11 to 32:3-6
Note the "mizbayach”; “olot", "shlamim”, eating & drinking
Note also what's missing (torah) ; and what's 'extra’ (“tzchok")

[See Yechezkel 1:4-7, & Shmot 24:10 / noting description of God's feet]
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