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9)  The Aggadah: Haman sells himself as a slave to Mordechai (Targum Esther)

It once happened that a city in India rebelled against Ahasuerus. In great haste troops
were dispatched thither under the command of Mordecai and Haman. It was estimated
that the campaign would require three years, and all preparations were made
accordingly. By the end of the first year Haman had squandered the provisions laid in
to supply the part of the army commanded by him, for the whole term of the
campaign. Greatly embarrassed, he requested Mordecai to give him aid. Mordecat,
however, refused him succor; they both had been granted the same amount of
provisions for an equal number of men. Haman then offered to borrow from Mordecai
and pay him interest. This, too, Mordecai refused to do, and for two reasons. If
Mordecai had supplied Haman's men with provisions, his own would have to suffer,
and as for interest, the law prohibits it, saying "Unto thy brother thou shalt not lend
upon usury,” and Jacob and Esau, the respective ancestors of Mordecai and Haman,
had been brothers.

When starvation stared them in the face, the troops commanded by Haman threatened
him with death unless he gave them their rations. Haman again resorted to Mordecai,
and promised to pay him as much as ten per cent interest. The Jewish general
continued to refuse the offer. But he professed himself willing to help him out of his
embarrassment on one condition, that Haman sell himself to Mordecai as his slave.
Driven into a corner, he acquiesced, and the contract was written upon Mordecai's
knee-cap, because there was no paper to be found in the camp.

The bill of sale ran thus: "I, Haman, the son of Hammedatha of the family of Agag,
was sent out by King Ahasuerus to make war upon an Indian city, with an army of
sixty thousand soldiers, furnished with the necessary provisions. Precisely the same
commission was given by the king to Mordecai, the son of Shimei of the tribe of
Benjamin. But I squandered the provisions entrusted to me by the king, so that I had
no rations to give to my troops. I desired to borrow from Mordecai on interest, but,
having regard to the fact that Jacob and Esau were brothers, he refused to lend me
upon usury, and I was forced to sell myself as slave to him. If, now, I should at any
time decline to serve him as a slave, or deny that I am his slave, or if my children and
children's children unto the end of all time should refuse to do him service, if only a
single day of the week; or if I should act inimically toward him on account of this
contract, as Esau did toward Jacob after selling him his birthright; in all these cases, a
beam of wood is to be plucked out of the house of the recalcitrant, and he is to be
hanged upon it. I, Haman, the son of Hammedatha of the family of Agag, being under
no restraint, do hereby consent with my own will, and bind myself to be slave in
perpetuity to Mordecai, in accordance with the contents of this document."

Later, when Haman attained to high rank in the state, Mordecai, whenever he met
him, was in the habit of stretching out his knee toward him, so that he might see the
bill of sale. This so enraged him against Mordecai and against the Jews that he
resolved to extirpate the Jewish people.
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